Wlth reservatlons too $mall for farming, natives have nowhere to go, no hope

By JAMES BROOKE '~ ,ﬁ
henYorkT;msSemce v i

DOURADOS, Brazil — ‘There is anf
underside to the prosperityin this area of

Brazil's agricultural frontier, a landscape of
grain silos, sleek white cattle and a sea of
soybeans extending west to the horizon. -

Brazil's west, this municipality’s original

Last year, in a reservation of 7,200 Indi-

ans, there were 29 sujcides, and eight .

more were reporied by rmd«May of this
year. .
*1990 was the year it exp%oded,'.’ said

Maria Aparecida da Costa Pereira, a psy- -

chologist sent here by the National Indizn

Foundation. a government agency known

as Funai,
- The suicides speak ofa iack of pmspects of
- alack of a future.”

. - The Americas are httered vnth unsuc- |
cessful attempts at reconciling Indian and -
. European cultures, but the Dourados rés--

* ervation is an especially stark example as

. the hemisphere prepares for observations
next year of the 500th anniversary of the "

“They are sending out an appeal,

arrival of Chrxstopher Columbuo
th enough land for farmmg

+ In an attempt to speed the Kaiowa Indi-_.
ans’ assimilation of European ways, the’
Dourados reserve was established here in-+.
-+ the 1920s alongside one of the few white
In despair over the collective loss of

outposts in a wilderness territory called

- Mato Grosso, or Big Forest,
inhabitants are quietly killing themselves.

“When 1 came here, Dourados had six
mhabmnts
ened Kaiowa man of 91 years. '

- Today, Dourados is an agm-busmess

: center of 150,000 people. But over the
- years, the adjacent 8,819-acre veservation

has become a dusnping ground © - ranchers
who wanted to rid their lands ¢ nigratory
bands of Kaiowa, a subgroup <f the Gua-
rani, an ethnic group once {ound across

southern Brazil and Paraguay.

** - Today, the Dourados reserve holds

* almost one Indian per acre — not enough -
“land for traditional subsistence farming. To
-survive, Indian mes work as migrant labor-
ers, leaving the reservation for. months to -
cut sugarcane for alcohol distifleries situ- -

ated several hours by_’tmck from here. . -

‘Evangelical churches move in

recalled Irenio Isnard, 4 wiz- .

' Indian women walk to town to sell
Indian trinkets, to beg or to engage in pros-

 titution, - Until it was closed recently, a
town dump was on the edge of the reserve,

providing Iimited material for scavengers.

, "I.once saw 30 to 40 Indians fzghtmg
over clothes and toys in the dump,” Joel
Vitorino da Silva, a former Indian protec-

-tion agent, said as he drove a car down the
.- red dirt roads of the reserve.

- Neighboring white farmers started to -
‘rent Indian land, and traders brought in

alcohol from the adjacent town. The last

traditional shaman died a decade ago, and "
evangelical churches aggressively moved -

into the reserve, preaching agamst the
Indians’ ancestral beliefs.

An Adventist mission had baeen on lhe'-

reserve since the 194(0s, maintaining the
Kaiowas® only. hospital.. But .five new

psycho;ogzst "Under pressure the Gua-
rani resort to migration, prayer or death.”

_ With the big forest now a bxg farm, -
there isnowheretogo. .. _
7 InMato Grosso do Sul state the Kaiowa
and other Guarani subgroups have been
. concentrated in -1l reserves, totzling
52,000 acres. The Missionary Indigenous

Councﬁ a Roman -Catholic group, seeks
legalization of 10 more reserves, which
gg{a}ﬁd almost- double recognized Indian
But previous attempts at protecting the
Indians have been slapped down by haostile
Iocal ju dges or by viclence from ranch»er&

Appeal to pope, fater death

in one appeal that caught the e}es of the
world, a Kaiowa leader from Dourados,
Marcal de Souza, addressed ‘Pope John

i’ggﬂ il during the pope 's msxt to Braai in-
churches have cpened recentlv limiting ©
.their -social action to collectmg monthly -
tithes,

"HiStOﬂC&ﬂ)’ in ‘:ztuatmns of pressure, -
.~ the Guarani \mhdraw * said Pereira, the

“When Brazil was discovered T.re were

& great nation,” de Souza said of Brazi’s
" Indian populatwn which has dwindled frogt

an estimated 6 million 500 }ears ago to
230,000 today. .

“Today, we inhabit the margins of this
country with no way to live. Even our sur-
vivalisin danger as we are bemg murdere«_
on thisland.” -

" Turning to the stocky Indian leader, the
pope replied: “With all my heart, | ho,f
that you, as the first inhabitants of th:s
land, will obtain the right to live in peacs
and tranquillity. May you not suffer ths

““true nightmare of being remcved for the
" beneflt of others.,” ¢

Three years later, de Souwza was slain.
Although evidence appeared to point to 2
local rancher, Libere Monteiro de Lima,

.- the case has never gone to trial. Moving
- faster, however, a state Judae recently

upheld de Lima’s claim to 3,700 acres of
land now occupied by 200 Indians. Funai,
the Indian protection service, is agpeahrw
the decision, -~ - .

Feaiing corralled. on. al! i’rcnts. zﬁe
Kaiows here started to turn {o suicide.
+. "For the Guarani, deathisnot theend,”
said Qlivio Mangolim; regiona! coordinator
of the Missionary Counct, “It is a way to
get toa better situation without suffering.”
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