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" By Terence Turner

CHICAGO
A he battle to save an
*Indian nation in Bra-
zil’s rain forest has
gone beyond the strug-
gle to save a people. It
has turned inte a fight
to save ‘Brazilian democracy. When
President Bush meets-with President
Fernando Cotler de Mello of Brazil in
Washington today, he should heed bi-
partisan Congressional advice and
not pass up the chance to discuss the
plight of the Yanomami people.
In a’dramatic gesture on Brazil’s
Day of the Indian in April, President

-Collor announced that he was revok-

ing the .decrees issued in 1988 and
1989 by his predecessor, José Sarney,
that had taken the Indians’ land and
made it available for mining. .

But those who had been following
the situation viewed Mr. Cotllor's
statement with skepticism. After all,
the move came 18 months after the
Brazilian courts had declared the de-
£reesillegal.

Terence: Turner, a professor of an-
thrapology at the University of Chi-

© cago,~is chairman of the American

Anthropological  Association’s com-
mission on the Yanomami.

the Yanomami legal title to the land
for six months in order to allow the
Government to restudy the question
of the boundaries of the Indians’
country. This hardly seemed neces-
sary: in 1985, the Brazilian Govern-
ment, after a thorough study, had

lor's statements reveal the extent to
which Brazil is still dominated by.the.
military and business forces identi-
fied with the military dictatorship
that yielded power in 1984, Despite
the euphoria after his election a year.
ago, Mr. Collor has been unable to
carve out a policy independent of
-these inferests and has been political-
ly weakened by the collapse of his
econornic program. The. struggle
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Prosecitor of Brazil has
the Government polic:e
for this tragedy as “genocidal.”

The Sarney decrees, ‘which' gaveé
rise to the situation, were clearly
unconstitutional 'uiider. Braz:l's 1986
démocratic Consutuuon,,' high:gua
antees . to- indigenous. péople land"
needed to sustain.their cultura way .
of life. Why, then, has" the: popularly.'

: e!ected Collor Govemment -waited,-

is another study of Ya
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over the Yanomari land represents ‘on Mr, Co!lor s insur;ng
a challenge by the old forces to the 'omami retain’” théir " const:
constitutional - authority -of the new: i rights. The fate of these Ine
- democratic regime.” : ‘become ‘an _issue
This challenge is embodied ‘in 2 tance for’ Brazi :
vast clandestine military project, howéver, cannot Wait for history i
Projeto Calha Norte (the Northern they are 1ett to die‘while’ the'Governs:
Headwaters Project) that places ment temporizes, Braziliari democra-;
_porthern Brazil — 15 percent of the cy may suffer a mﬂl'tal wound. . O
country - under military control. T : ’
This is land that would be returned 10,
the Yanomami under the court order.|
Secretly approved by President Sar-
ney in 1985, the largely secret project:
is aimed ‘at reshaping’ env:ronmema’i
and Indian policies in'the: mierests 6f‘
“national security.” -

. This means, in prmciple the mas-
sive exploitation: of ‘the ‘nafural re-
sources of Amazonia to support the
development of the -rest-of Brazil,
Such a move would certainly force
the assimilation of the Yanemarni
through the settlement of their land
by ethnic Brazilians.

The gold rush of mousands of min-
ers. made possxbke by Mr. Sarney’s
decrees has already seriously -dam-
aged the Yanomami. The outsiders
brought maldria, and the destruction
of forest habitat has led to starvation.
The Yanomami are dying at 3 rate:
that will annihilate their entire popu-’
lation (almost 10,000 in 1988) within:




