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AT a Press Confer-
ence in the House of
Commons, last Mon-
day, Giovanni Saffirio,
a Catholic priest de-
nounced the way the
Brazillian government
had failed to do any-
thing to protect the In-
dian population of the
area.

He had been expelled
from the northern Amazon
area by the Brazilian milit-
ary and accused of organis-
ing the Yanomami peoplc
to revolt mpainst the set-
tlers and miners that are
taking their land.

He explained that he had
been sent to Londoen by the
Natienal Conference of
Bishops to ‘et the people of
England and North Amer.
ica know that-the Indians

and the Catholic Church -

are being persccuted by
econemic and political in-
torests,

‘In Brazil the Republic is
a facade, there is a civilian
President but the military
are still in charge and run
everything.

Contrasts

‘It is a country of the
maost terrible contrasts.
Five per cent belong to the
wealthy class, 80 per ecent
have ai;snhlt.e]y nothing al
all and in between is a
small middle ¢lass.

“There is 43 per cent illi-
terecy and thousands
thousands of sireet chil-
dren, who have no home to
live ih, exist on the strects.

‘Amidst enormous riches,
diseases like leprosy still
remain and inflation is
completely out of control.
Political power is no longer
in the capital city Brazilia
but is held in the grip of the
military and big business
interests.

“These cannot wait to got
their hands on the mineral
weaith and the resources
that lie in the northern
Amazon area.

“The Yanomami Indians
are threatened by the gold
rush, by the mining pros-
pectors and loggers, and
the military drive for bases
in the nerth,

‘Fart of the Amazon
forest has alrcady beceme a
desert whore loggers, in the
search fer valuable woods,
have stripped it bare and
upset the delicate balance
of nature turning the earth
to sand.

‘Thousands of setilers,
from the poorer areas of the
cities, bring new diseases
and {msc 4 great danger to
the Indian population. In
three villages in my dios-
cese 45 per cent of the
Eapulutiun died in an out-

reak of measles.’

‘Where the Indians have

" g0l

resisted the incursions of
the loggers, prospectors
and mining companies, pro-
fessional killers have Leen
hired te get rid of them.
‘Missionaries have been
accused of leading armed
provocations and been ex-
pelled from the territory.”
8,000 Yanomami Indians

GIOVANNI SAFFIRIO

stili live in the northern
Amazon aren and they are
ﬁg]l_ting fpr their lives
agamst an invasion by over
20,000 prospeetors and pold
miners in the last two
years.

Following a 10 year camn-
paign to gain legal recogni-
tion and protection for the
Iands of the Yanomami, the
Brazilian Indian agency
FUNAI had issued a de-
cree autherising the de-
marcation of Yanomami
territory.

An emergency plan was
ulse announced to protect
the Indians, und 1t wus
announced that this plan
was scheduled to start in
1988

These developments pro-
voked a massive rush by
theusands of goldminers
and prospectors of afl kinds
desperuto to beat the dead-
line and get rich.

These led to a number of
fierce clashes between min-
ers ond Indians. ln previous
clashes in 1987 four Indians
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and one prospector had
already died.

The mining companies
then employed ‘pistoleros’
to hunt down and kill the
Indians.

Ever since 1988 miners
have invaded the lands of
the Yznomami Indians at
the rate of 200 a day. They

gty

are very conscious that the
Jndian ageney cannot stop
them and they know that
powerful Brazilian military
and political interests are
on their sida.

The miners are using 130
small planes operati
from the city of Boa Vista,
The army s enlarging its
own airstrips in the area
and Teportedly building two
new anes. There are over 80
helicopter landing sites.

The Brazilian govern-
ment has often said that it
will evict the miners but
this has been shown te be
just  propagaganda talk,
The anly people that they
have evictea have been
those organisations that de-
fend the Indians and their
1and rights.

Brazil's National Secur-
ity Council is one of these
apencies that is absclutely
determined to prevent any
demarcation of Indian
iands within 150 kilometres
of Brazil's northern Ama-
zon fronticr,

"fend Brazil's northern fron-
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Thei 1’gmject. is cafled the
Calha " Norte scheme and
the idea is to create a. 150
kilometre wide corrider-
along the northern frontier
which will be ‘cleansed’ of
Indians, militarised and col-
onised.

The great mining com-
panies are Ylanmng te
move in to exploit the arca's
natural Tesources but first
of alt they want the Indiang
driven out of their tribal
lands.

The military are havin;
the area criss-crossed wi
army forts, complete with:
airfields, and garrisoned by
soldiers who will be allowed
to bring their families.

It is planned that these
arens will have shops,
houses and flats, schools
and health ecare facilities.
Rouds and electrification
will follow.

1t is visualised that this
will epen up the country to
thausands of settlers, parti-
cularly from the south
where the great ranchers
want to get rid of the ‘ex-
cess’ population.

Labour

The mining companies %
will ‘then be able to make E -
good-use of the masses of
cheap labour that wilk have
been made available for
their exploitation.

The grand design of the
Calha Norte ia also to de-

tiers and keep out foreign
revolutionaries and Marx-
ists in particular. Also the
military profese to want to
keep out illegal drugs from
neighburing Colombia and
Venezucla.

Hundreds of settlers
have already arrived ot re-
mole northern airstrips
that have been streng-
thened and expanded under
the Calha Norte project.

This invasion poses & se-
rious threat the lives and
health of the Indizn popula-
tion. The Indians have little
or no resistance to the dis-
gases which all outsiders
have an immunity too.

Measles or influenza can
lead to death. Hundreds of
Indiuns die from newly in-
troduced diseases, The

roblems they face have

een made worse by the
expulsion of health workers
by the military.

It is in this situation
where the landowners,
capitalists and military of
Braril are moving in to dis-
possess the Indians and
d;]ive }t;he‘}n {rom t}]elirdi_and v ; PR
that the Yanomami Indians . y o n '
are waging a desperate bat. N%”ggsﬁ;mmwm'ﬂ“‘mm their,
tle for survival. saft e A 1 L




