CEDI

Povos Indigenas no Brasil

Fonte: %‘5

Class.:

025>

Data:

7

.
L)

Pg

SEATED on a fallen log in the
forest clearing where  the
Yanomami Indians plant bananas -
and manioc beside thelr maloca,
or communal hut, the headman
known a8 Jose voiced his people's «
concern that their centuries of
isolation have ended.

“I don't like it. I became very
worried when they told me many

%

ople would be coming here,® -

ose told & translator in his gut. ¢
tural langusge. In 1975 he wel-
comed the fust invading mineral
p ars, but later led attacks -
ou their camps when rivers were |

Concluding his three-
. %art series, Richard l
louse reports from !
"Surucucu on the anger !
. felt by the Yanomami
"=+ Indians, who are
strugé{iing to retain
their identity as white
. civilisation spreads
... further and further
" into their territory.
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Fighting talk on Brazils final
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poiluted and the flow of presents
. He is unhappy sbout the new
n.i:m‘iﬁosnd the army :barracks
near the village and warned that if
the outsiders who yse u;cm ~be
they farmers, miners of soldiers .
- disrespect the Yanomami} ray.
of life, his warrors would not hes..
itate to atiack, c .
Sgaid Davl Xiriand, another:
Yanomami leader wi;. a clearer,

of whits «i tion: *We
ve 10 fetnain on oudown — we'
don’'t noed to mix with the whites, .

We have boen told of plans to 3
area and grow crops, ;B
d there is a plan to. X
expel the Indians from the fron.- Py
this be-; ‘o

populate
I've h too
tier bt they cannot do
cause the lind s ours™ .
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Brazji's U0 Yenomami Indi." g

ans haye the misfortume to live
closs 19 the: Venezudlan frontier *
and og top of fabled mineral de-x
posits. The army b now exerclsing ™
113 right to patyol the frontier, and ¥
de t has reached Ro- )
raime, the remote sortheramost +
tertitary that contalns 2 fifth of
Brazil's 200,000 surviving Indlans. -
The oﬁ;qw ars by lao-.
counts A government plan -
for development and wcun‘p in .
Brazil's northern frontier regions -
called
tersbed} will affect their tradj-
tional livelibood, . .
The first goveriiment report on
the Nationsl Security Council'y
plan, to install three military fron-
tier posts in Yanomami territory,
promises it will be “socially just.
and ecologically correct, respect-
ing the peculiarities and charac-
teristics of Amazonian cultures”,
No mentidn is made of new
roads or settlements, byt
in Amaronia, colonisation has al.

ways foll the army and de-
struction, of Mpdisn communities |
istheq le, i

“The area iy almost completely §
~ our project is to
§sti:u.'s &ont‘i:g,’;sajd Gen- *
queirs, chief of staff of -
*Comnand in Ma, |
naus. *If Bhate is a mission to e *
Htablish settigments or mining fn
-the region fwe have been told
-nothing ahput it} but there areiy
plans to rescarclr the ares’s eco- !
nomjic m&aﬂ&”&ﬁqfﬁé&f; "
m i . - ) ;hr‘ P e 25
SOU.Z&‘ W o nd gt
Although the areq ig a third the |
sz}ac,o‘fl Britain and hmtai 1 provi-
tianally closeqd to outsiders since
1981, tgc Yanomami are not yet
protected inside & egally-consti.
tuted reserve, v
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the Creation of a Yanomami Park
CCPY) — an independent group .
financed by the ' '
ernment and a well-known British |
charity — has been pushing for le- '
gal - recognition ! by  the®
goverument’s Indian affairs by. -
reay, Fupai, CCPY wants & com-

Pincd ecologicel and Indian sanc. - ™
u N . * .
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We believe the Yanomami..
will surviye and their.numbers )
may even, Increase., But they do -
not have to go on Jiving in total ,
isolation, 'Iheg]vd.sh to change as .
overything in history changes and '

ST
Yanomamt Indians ]li.iiaii;' vli!qge in
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Bragil:
take them some generations to

- progress from the stone sge to the

Norwegian gov- * -

:to progress from the

progresses,” sald CCPY's co-ordi-

nator, Claudia Andujar, a photog- -
commissibns on the Yanomami's
behalf.y |/ el
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we must fight for and the
tlonal compamnity,
dcmw%t

Interta; ,
can help
people

umanity,”

“We want them to adap‘t with-

identity as & people. Thia s what.} fore. Congress,
5y SN
by pgr\,;: frof'Pre
have & 1 park by decree, once,ational se-

satellite age. We want gradual
changes to resist disease and ac-
quire knowledge of our world,”
sgid Carfo Zacquini, an [talian
missionary and COPY colleague,

CCPY has enlisted the support

‘We want them {o
adapt without hein
exterminated; it wiﬁ
‘take them generations

-, Stone age to the 5. 1,

A i pt .
-raphet who has testified to &{I L gatelllte age' )
" of Senator Sc#é:oldémﬁ, who
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concern as thelr isolation en
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also strike a balance with the in-
terests of those in Roraima,” said
Mr Gomes. CCPY hopes a 38-
mile. wide band covering two
thirds of the area will be dectared
8 zone of . “permanent
preservation”, .

At the Funai post In Surucucuy,
& steady stream of Indiuns from
outlying villages visits the infir-

- mary to receive treatment for epi-

+

has a bill proposing the park be.

| wreceivedy ~updertakin

curity prohlems, telating to the

. the destruction of their eoosyat:hm ! fgmticr have been resolved with
¢ + the army,.
-y chance of

“We -have a great
succesa, I think it's very

! possible legislation will come thiz
- Out being exterminsted; it will ¢ o 8

year, but the government’ must
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demics brought by the white man
— measles, flu, TH and sexually-
transmitted diseases, Those who
visit the post have a voracious ap-
petite for Western medicines but
80 far no more than 2,000 Indians

nave been vaccinated. - -, |

To reach the post, Indian
travel for days from outlylng vil.
lages composed of groups of cor-
munal huts, or ‘malocas, ‘There
they. hunt, fish and gather from
the forest, practising shifting cuf-
t_i;tion of-banands-ayd ;manige

|  crecs the park, local

frontier

They hunt with bows and ar-
rows, which are also the weapons
of constant inter-group warfare
- resulting from raids to avenge
sickness among tribal leaders.
The Indians attribute this to
witchcraft by rival groups, al-
though the true cause is alnost al-
ways white epidemics.

“The idecal would be for there
tc be no contact, but that's impos-
sible, so we necd the maximum
care and respect to avoid dra-
matic and fatal results,” ¢gaid
Francisco Bezerra de Lima, who
has worked in the area for 20
years and is head of the Funai
post at Surucucu, .

“i don't personally believe the
Yanomanti  should  evolve,
They're satisfied. What's being -
promised is to take them out of
their habitat and make them beg-
gars in modemn society.”

*“The government is afraid that
if it does nothing there will be an
international outcry, while if it de-
politicians

wili protest,” he said,
- *I'm not against the Yanomami
ark — we must protect the
ndians,” said Getulio Cruz, gov-
ernor of Roraima. “But there are
ideological problems. There is

i, . nothing to stop those who today

defend the preservation of the In:
Gians @5 ougn creacures in a
" 200, from one day trying to de-
clare an independent Yanomami
state in this land of great mineral
tiches, As Brazlians we cannot

e calmly accept this.”

The government's report also
speaks of “locat and foreign pres.
sures to create & Yanomami state
out of Brazilian and Venczuelan
territory”, This argument is ridi-
¢uled by all Indian support groups
who say that although the
Yanomami frequently cross the

- border, the two groups are treat-
ing their problems quite sepa-
rately, L ) .

Other critics say the figure of
8,000 Indians has been inflated by |
missionarics and anthropologists
and that villages occupy only a
tiny fraction of the area, They say
the park area should be reduced
or divided into “islands” among
development zones, .

But after months working in
“the arem, Plerrette Birraux-
Ziegler, a Swiss geographer from
the University of Geaeva, has

- found that the entire region is
crossed by a network of paths
constantly used by the Indians for
migration, hunting and trading

_ visits to othervillages, “You can’t
say that where there’s no hut

_there are no Indians,” she said,

. Studying one community of 60
people, she found the Indians had -
migrated 29 times in 60 years,
occupying 180,000 acres of forest,
She alzo found that rapid popula-

o tion growth was forcing communi-
% ties out ofthe hightands and tast-

rdot ia cledrings whise fertility 87" ward to the limits of the proposed

exhausted within five years,:

et

t - The Yanomami, who bear g

striking physical resemblance to
rural Japanese, shun the use of
clothes and adorn theijr bodies

 with feathers, flowers and. red
urucum dye, - :
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park. “They.are growing rapidly '
occupy all the empty
spaces,” shesaid, -~ . .

! By April the soldiers will be on
gatrol. and.in coming weeks the -
anomami chiefs plan a meeting
to discuss their response, :
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