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XAPURI, Brazil, Dec. 12 — A Brazil-
ian rancher’s son stunned a conrt today
| by confessing that he shot and killed an

‘Amazon environmental _campaigner
1 anid union leader nearly two years ago.
The confesston m the death of Fran-
cisco (Chicu) Mendes, on the opening
day of the trial in this remote Amazon
*village in the western Brazilian state of
IAcre took even his lawyers by sur-

pris

f 'l'he Mendes case taused an wnterna-
itionat furor and did much to focus
_world attention on the destruction of
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The defendant, 2%-year-cld Darci
Alves da Silva, along with hig father,
Darly Alves da Silva, 53, had pleaded
not guilty to killing Mr., Mendes. But
when he took the witness stand today
the young man declared, "l killed
Chico Mendes.” - - &~

“Forus 1t was a surprise,’” one of the
defense lawyers, Jodo~ Lucepa Leal,
said of the confession by the son, whose
sentencing is expected on Thursday.
But the lawyers will conttnue to defend
the elder Mr. da Silva, who continues to
maintain his innocence,

|- Mr. ll'\}‘lendﬁ, 4y

s oid when he
died, was a rubber tapper, one of about
2,000 people whe make a living collect-
g latex, nuts, resins and other natural
products of the Amazon forest. He or-
ganized other rubber tappersin a8 cam-
paign to save the forests from the en-
croachment of cattlemen and farmers,
whose siash-and-barn conversion of
jungle into pasture and cropland has
destroyed vast tracts of the Amazon
rain forest.

. The World Resources Institute says
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that as much as 20 million acres of for-
est were destroyed in Brazil i 1987
alone. Some seienlists say the depletion
of the rain forest is contributing to
global warming, the so-called green-
house effect.

Mr. Mendes's activities won him the
enmity of the ranchers and other pro-
.| development interests, whose wviews
have until recently had the full support
of the Brazilian Government. He was
gunned down Dec. 22, 1988, 1n the back-
vard of his modest wooden home
Xapuri, 2,650 miles northwest of Rio de
Janelro.

Within days of the crime, the
. | younger Mr. da Silva confessed to the
Killing, but he later retracted his con-
fession. Many people close to Mr. Men-
des agsert that both da Silvas were car-
rying out the orders of far more power-
ful farmers who wanted Mr. Mendes
dead. Human rights advocates have
asked that the mquiry inte Mr. Men-
des's death be reopened

ot

‘Trial of the Century’

in his lifeume, Mr. Mendes was rela-
tively lttle known mn Brazil. But in
death, he became a martyr for the eco-
logzcal cause, known to mithons world-
wide. Some 240 people, including many
foreign reporters and environmental-
1sts, crammed into the LNy courtroom
to foliow the proceedings, which the na-
tional press has described as Brazil's
‘irial of the century.'”
{The Associated Press quoted
Marcio Thomaz Bastos, the chief
| prosecutor, as saymg- ‘‘This 1s a his-
. | toric trial ot only for Brazil, but the
world. in Brazil, it 15 a Llest casge
against reckless Jawlessness, and for
the world, a marker of whether or
not man wiil atlow the Amazaon to be
destroyed.”}
But the defense lawyers have said
they will seek to tarnish Mr Mendes’s
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Darci Alves da Silva, right, after confessing yesterday.in a Brazilian'
court that he killed Chico Mendes, an Amazon environmental cam-
paigner. Seated with him was his father and co-defendant, Darli.
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Wﬁ T Silva's farm. The teen-ager, who 1s ex-
""‘3«-—‘, pected to take the stand laler m the

, |image. “Ye will show the world who ﬁﬂ; trial, has said that the elder Mr. da
' | Mendes was,” Mr. Leal said "“He was Pere N Silva plotted the murder at the {arm.
i [notasamnt " Thousands of poiiticians, ordmary

In court today, Darci da Siva de-
scribed how he waited 1n Mr. Mendes's
backyard for ms victim to apsear. “l
fired one shot,” he said

Bui some conjusion arose over the
murder weapon. Judge Adair Longhini
|showed him a 20-gaupe shotgun, the
i purported. murder weapon. But Mr. da
1 S1iva said he kilied Mr Mendes with a
| 16-gauge shotgun.

N Father on the Stand
1
|

.} The federal Police Chiel, Romeu
. | Tuma. who was 1n court, told reperters
| that tne voung man’'s confessioh could
*| be a tactic 1o try to win acguittal for his
| tather, wino 1s accused of ordering lh(.
| murder

| Because he was under 21 at the ume
| of the crime, Darci de Silva could get ai | stand trial on charges of murderifig -
| reduced sentenice, Mr. Leal said | jeans and shirt, smid. “‘No, 1tisnottrue | three people in the southern state-of
{  After the son’s confession, his father | 1 did not parucipate ™ | Parana.

{took the witness stand When asked by | The prosecution’s mam  witness| T
i the judge if he was wmvolved i the mur- | against the father 15 15-vear-old Gene- |

{der, the gaunt Mr. da Silva, dressed in | sio da Silva, who was ralsed on Mr. ! U | DO NOT FORGET THE NEEDIEST!

Braziians and :nternational ebservers
have come (o tns willage. Telephone
trucks, teieviston vans and foed de-
hvery trucks competed with carls
pulled by horses and oxen as workers
}  removed weeds n frent of the one-
i room woeden courthouse, ’

Hammocks on Front Porches

Peasants from arpund the regon’
have come to Xapuri in canoces,_in
mule- and steer-drawn carts, on horse-
back, by bus or en foot. Tents went*up
In ihe main souare. Hammocks hung
on jront porches and matresses werg
laid wherever nere was & Tree Spofin-
people’s homes

The elder Mr. Da Siva's lawyers -
] sawd that after thus trial he 15 due o
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Ine hew York Times
Foreigners and Braziians have
descended on Xapuri for tne
Mendes murder trial.




