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By.Richard House
‘Special to The Washirgton Post

RIC" BRANCO, Brazil—Into the .,

remote rubber groves of Amazonia --|..

- has come-the thunder of Hollywoad -
as rival producers vie for the right .
to film the life of Chico Mendes, the
Prazilian ecologist who was: mur-

: dered near here late last year,

. The. Mendes story is a micro-
cosm of the struggie to save the
Amazonian rain forest. It weaves
together conservation, tribal peo- -
ples and the persecution of minori-
ties—all themes that have spelled
success for a string of recent box
office hits, -

Mendes’ upbringing in the forest,
his political education at the hands
of a Marxist fugitive, and the paci-
fist-ecological protests that brought
him- international recognition
should provide ru:h matenal for a
movie.
~ So-too should hlS Iullmg, sandtn ;
have heen planned by a clan of‘
farmers, and its aftermath: what
some believe has been the’ govern-
ment's reluctance to conclude a po-
lice investigation that could impli-
cate some of the state‘s most
powerful figures. :

S0 while rural trade union lt,ad-
ers_held a congress here last week -
to push ahead with the Mendes
dream of an “alliance of forest peo-
ples” that.would .unite rubber tap--

" pers and Indian tribés, producers’
agents moved into the town’s two
bearable hotels,”. * TEENT B

*.As thektappers told of con nta
+fiohs with hired gunmen ‘and; of the:
"economxc system that keeps them"-
ifi the forést with annual incomes of ™
less than $1,200, film répresenta- - -
tives showed videos of recent pro-
ductions in_their air-conditioned .,
rooms, One took over the local cin-
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ema for a private screening aunetf"
at -winning over the rubber tappersZ%’
" “The object of ail these attentlonsa
is lsamar Mendes, now under siege -
" to sell the rights to hier lafe hus+%
band’s still-unwritten story. And-#
the bars of Rio Branco hummedi'

1
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proposals tack shape; :E )
Warner Bros., 20th Century Fox,au
Paramount and Turnet Broadcast-x.
"ing have all declared an interest. SU@;
::to0 has Robert Redford, who 02
gether with Brazilian actress: Sonia

“Braga met with Mendes’ Wdow*: .
when she Fecently receNe&’“ah%
award in Washington, DIC; "Braga > =
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7. of the trade uniop Mendes. built up.or.change::Schwartzman feels-the foreigners are more
.the lifestyles of families living deep.in the . obsessed with the film than the rubber tap-;
iforest, . o e T pers. “It’s indicative, that despite all the tatk
Another source of confusion was Maria  here, the. rubber . tappers and Indians have
Eunice Feitosa, who also «claimed.to .be:: not mentioned the movie once; it's some- -

‘identify the representative of the Guber Pe. - Mendes’ widow and therefore elltiﬂed to a v thing the foundation.will deal with.” He said

ters Co,, which produced “Rain Man” and SPare in the film proceeds.
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| gggho had a role in the Redford-directed “Mil- ..
- agro Beanfield War”} is said to be interested

* 4in the widow’s part, ,

- ¢aFox has retained Alex Shoumatoff, author
fofia Vanity Fair article about Mendes. A lo-

%, .. i ithe question of artistic control was the most

i e Qi ! But she had no firm evidence to back the 7~ important issue, “We must give a realistic
n‘GEgn\:cS;uig ggivi\:tl;tﬁve'lfgﬁéfaé‘lj :f:i'ﬁiof?ﬁ claim that Mendes had begun a bigamous 27 picture,” he said. . .y .:: .
. og alties and benefits second marriage with Hsamar, When jt wa " Not everyone is delighted by the prospect -
XWe want 2 comme:rciai sitoce that's go- discovered that lawyers acting for Maria of stardom. Gomercindo Rodriguez, one of *

- X2 newspaper reported that the representa-
- aiye of Ted Turner’s Better World Society,

“which gave an award to Mendes in 1987 for .
his ecological work, had left town confident )

. of winning the deal. (CNN, incidentally, was

g the rubber tap-

;- the only network coverin
| pers’ congress.)

1= David Puttnam and Chris Menges, who
.. | fade “The Mission,” have a proposal in asso-
ociation with Warner Bros, Warners’ local
“Tepresentative; Alberto Salem, believes that

Puttnam’s link with Adrian Cowell, who -

made a series of documentaries for Central

Telewision of Britain about Mendes, could”

prove a decisive advantage, _
- - Designer jeans and visiting cars with Bev-
erly Hills addresses are not a common sight

ing to help the rubber tappers’ cause,” said

the producer, who asked not:to be named, .
“We make controversial movies that others

don't dare to touch.”

“The agents’ task is not eaéy, for flsamar |

tion—set up only this week-—has given bid-

' ders just 10 days to compete and is insisting

on a large degree of control over the script.
The final decision will be made with the help
of a top U.S. entertainment lawyer, founda-
tion advisers said,

They are concerned that a sudden torrent
of money could undermine the fragile unity

* ecology work, helieves the film could be a
+- powerful weapon in the rubber tappers’ fight
~ to protect the forest. “The proposals we've -

received so far are very good and give us

were also defending the men now accused of

" murdering Mendes, her suit was exposed as’
.. pers is not for sale,” :

a ploy to prevent the film from being made,

Anthropologist Mary Helena Alegretti,
‘who did much to project Mendes to interna-

¥ U . tional fame when he won a U.N. prize for his
Mendes has insisted that all offers be ana- -

. lyzed by the Chico Mendes. Foundation,._
- which in turn will channel this wealth to rural’
communities in the forest, The founda- -

confidence about the content,” she said.

Alegretti played 2 key role in helping'

Mendes persuade devclopment banks to stop

lending U.S, taxpayers’ money to Brazil until .

ecological abuses stopped,

Steve Schwartzman of Washington’s Envi- - -

ronmental Defense Fund will be an adviser
to the foundation that decides on the movie,

he top union advisers, warned, “Chico’s
truggle and the lifestyle of the rubber tap-

- Nor is the Brazilian government likely to ..
be happy about. a script in which it almost’

< certainly will appear as the principal villain, ,

- Ministers have been complaining that the :

- fast-growing Amazon ecology movement isa~
- stalking horse for sinister foreign interests;"
“and they may now seize on the film to prove
+ their nationalist theories,

Last week an undercover intelligence op-

- erative was unmasked and thrown out of the

rubber tappers’ conference. Military officers -

" said they needed to observe what foreigners

were really up to in Acre State. Perhaps he
should have been watching the hotels, or
even the Oscar telecast.




