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BRASILIA - A-group of pre-
neolithic . Brazilian “Jungle ‘Indians

must learn in the next few months:

how to live in the modern world,
or face the.threat of extinction.

. The fribe, whose. existence was
not known, was discovered in early
August by Roman Catholic mission-
aries who flew over their jungle-

surrounded village in the we;_,te*‘n _

state .of Mato Grosso.

‘According to Jesuit mlss;t)naly‘

Thoma De Agquino Lisboa, one of the
men who. found the village, it les
only 23 air minutes away irom the
almost - finjshed Cuiaba - Sanfarem
Trans-Amazon Highway.

The tribe belongs to the Cinia
Larga Indian Grouping, father Lis~
boa said, and the completion of the
road spclls great danger. for them.
“An outbreak of the common cold
would be enough to wipe out ihe

smd

The slim missionary. works for:

the Anchieta Indian . Mission, &
sinnd-in for the Catholic Church
and Brazil’s National Indian Foun-

dation (FUNAI) in the region. The

mission uses a well-developed “pa-

cification” program which tries fo.
" introduce - primitive Indians to the:

white man's’ world without loss of
iribal customs and behefs ’ :

- More directly, it 1s a course . in
survival, The program provides the
cultural skills by which the indian

)an conserve his health and lands in
the face af inevitable outside intru-
sion.

Father Lisboa said that presents
have already been exchanged ‘and|’
peaceful contact established befween
the mission and the village. “An Tn-

idian woman, famed. Irantxe ha
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tribe iA order to carry out

“and has the advantage of

‘them, mostly by personal

Cinta Largas Awill in time-

-available resources, .
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‘been sent to live with the

the first stages of pacifica-
tion.

Irantxe is aiso a Cinta
Larga, father Lisboa said,

speakmg ‘their . Ianguage
She has already worked in
the .successful pacification
of .the Tupxi, ~Tikbaksta,
Beico-De-Pau and Munku
Tribes. s

Father Lisboa deseribed
her iob as “extremely'deli-
cate”

She must work ciosely'
with the Cinta Larga
chieftain,” he said. “She
must always respect - his
authority for -without his
help nothing can be ac-
complished:”

Trantxe’s smtza} task wall'
be to get the indians _to\x_m-,/
prove-their sanitary condi-
tions. Bhe will try to teach
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when the mayor of Ampu-;
na in -Mato. Grosso called
off construction ‘of a mu=
nicipal  road : that” woul
have cut close to the Cmt
Larga vxllage o
“A single act of vxoience
and all our work would be
ruined,” the mtsszonarjfj
said, recanmg a sad, ear-;
. lier experience. '“Fxft
years ' ago, workers pan
icked' when. ‘they. hear
_there were wild indians
the ~wicinity,”" he.  sai
“They started earrying:
guns to work, and: finally.
ﬂed the site altogether "o
- Btaking out- the trzbe

" Iands is ‘another- zmport

example, to boil their
water; install privies, and .
give more attention to per-_
sonal hygiene. . :
She- then” will. introduce
basic-<gardening skills, dn. .
hopes: -that . the noradic. .

¥
where the tribes nai;ur_
boundary  lines -are.. Thi
Anchieta mission will ‘the

become’ su‘ns;stance farm-
ers, able 1o produce flour,’
corn mea}. and other sta-
pies . '."_"ask the Federal :gover

Later more sophostz-- g the:l
cated economies - will  be
{ried ‘out, based .on: locally

ri:Mato Grossoj. dr
avantes “cw-_.--




