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Death by Emanc:patzcn l

The much mistreated and oft-massa-
cred Indians of Brazil are an endangered

human species, Almost their only guaran- -

iee of survival is the lands reserved for

ithem by law, largely in the Amazoh re-’
gion, where many of these primitive.

tribesmen pursue a Sione Age way of life.

Under the guise of “emancipating” the In- -

dians, the Brazilian government has
begun to remove their historic tribal lands
from federal protection: Jast week a decree
was sent 10 President Ernesto Geisel that
ends official protection and gives the In-
dians title 1o their land. The rationale was
that it would put the Indians on ihe same

footing as other Brazilians. When the In-

: dnans are no lenger wards of the state, in-

sists Interior Mm:sler Rangel Reis, they

 can become “politicians, gcnerals and

even Presidents of the Republic.”

In fact, concerned anthropologists
2npd churchmen in Brazil believe that
emancipation will mean bondage and
¢ven death for the Indians. The real mo-
tive'behind the government’s move, they
charge, is to gradually open up the Io-
dians’ land to private developers. Said An-

. thropologist Darcy Ribeiro: “The decree
| will mean the extinction of the Indians

as tribal peoples, zs their land is gobbled
up by grcedy farmers, ranchers, mining
companies and speculators v.ho have Iong
been 2waiting this moment.”

Roman Catholic prc]alcs‘ha\.e b&en ‘

m.ttpokcn]) opposed to the emancipation

cree, which has not vet been signed by |
Gciscl. They point out that zfier 1911, )

when Brazil's first Indizn protection 2gen-
cy was established. at Jeast 1 million In:
dians died, many of them massacred with
that agency's connivance. Whites who

coneied Indian lands dynamited villages, -

gove the Indians food Jaced with arsenie

. and inocuiated entire iribes with small-
rox virus, If the Indians Jose their ]and,-

“ihere will be no Indiens tefl in 30 yearss

said Bishop Tomas Bziduino, the head of .
ithe Roman Catholic Church’s mission (o

1?e Indian “The cm“nc*p zijon of Bra-
unitting

5z A,v;r,;z‘, any-

B .
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