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Anthropologists

Urge Brazilto -

Protect Indians

By Lewis H. Diuguid
. - Washington Post Starf writer
_ A prestigious coalition of anthropol-
ogists, human .righls groups and
American Indians is seeking to per-
suade the Brazilian government that
greater efforts are required to save
the last large trire of unacculturated
Indians in the Amazon basin.

Some 17,000 Yanomamo Indians Hv.

ing along the border between Brazil

‘and Venezuela are threatened by

highway and uranium-mining
on the Brazilian side.

While Brazil has announced plans
to create a reservation, anthropolo-
gists and others contend il is too
small and has a flaw that will prove
fatal to the Yanomamo—the 12 million
acres are broken into 21 parcels, many
of them allegedly toa small for the
survival of the foraging Indians.

Joining in support for a bigger, con-
tiguous reservation are the 12,000-
member American  Anthropological
Association, two Washington anthro-
polodical societies, the Institute for
the Development of Indian Law and

the Letelier-Moffitt Memovial Fund
for Human Rights.

Leading the coalition is. Shellon 1L
Davis, director of the Anthropology
Resource Center in Boston, who has
writien a book on the impact of Bra-
zil's development efforts on thc In-
dian population.

At a recent meeting that drew 250
persons to the Carncgie Institution
heve, Davis detailed a pattern of “dis-
case, death and destruction” of the

projects

Yanomamo since the start of Brazil's -

Northern Perimeter Highway in 1974
~ Davis said that the Brazilian gov-
ernment promised to consider the cp
panded 16 millicn-acre rescrvation,

By Dave Cook—The Washington Post.

~ The 17,000 Yanomamo live scaltercd

over the map's darkest shaded area.
originally proposed by a Brazilian ci-
tizens' group last June, but a response
- promised for Seplember has yet to be
forthcoming.

One development thls month bodes
ill for- the project: the main advocate
of the expanded pro_lect within the
govctnment has resigned Replacing
the official as head of the National In-
dian Foundation is an Army colone!
who formerly was head of security lor
‘Brazil’s state mining company.

- Linguist Ernest Migliazza, who has
studied the Yanomamo while living
with them for over 15 years, described
a primitive society admirably adapted
to.survival on the often unproductne
sail of the region. +

“Wiiile  we agree that the mdlge
nous people should. not remain iso-
lated as museum picces, we also, suy-
pest that they should be mtcgl ated
into the national life by a slow and
humane process” that would limit the
current devastatmn
said.

- Kirke ]\;ckm"blrd ‘director
Institute for the Development of In-
dian Law gesem, said: .

© “Thi desire for the establishment of"

reservations by Indmns was not, and
is not, a’'step into the 'past [but] a de-:

liberate decision to control the pacew

L0f growth and change” of & society-
whose-very- survival until now proves
its dvnamism.

F

by disease, he

of the :

l
I



