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RIO DE JANEIRQ — In “Tristés Tropiques,” a
* classic of anthropological fiterature, Claude Lévi-
. Strauss recorded his fmpressions of an Indian tribe
in the middle of Brazil’s western whastelands some 40
. years ago. “The couples embrace as if seeking o
_recapture alost unity,” he wrote, watching them
. drift off to sleep huddled on the ground near a five for
- warmth. “I c¢an sense in all of them an immense
‘kingness, a profoundly carefree attitude, a naive and
- charming animal satisfaction .and . - something
" .which.might-be called the most truthiful zmd maving
expmssionaf human love.””.

1877, making comtact
. with a Nambiquarsa group for the first time.

Fifteen- years later, Kalervo Oberg, then a resv!

search scientist. with' the Smithsonian Institution, !

found these same ‘Indians “surly and impolite even to
Fudeness .... One does not have {0 remain long
_ among them m order to feel tlns underiymg hatred,
mistrust and despair.”

- The Indians are the Nambiguara of Mato Gmsso,

1 the Brazilian state bordering Bolivia, and the differ-

" ence between the two observations is the result of re-
. peated - encounters with ‘‘civilization.”” As Darcy
Ribeiro, an impassioned defender of his country’s na-
tive people. recounted, they faced ‘‘dogs, chains,
Winchesters, rmachine guns, napalm, arsenic, |
clothés canmminated with smalipox, false certifi-
“eatés; removal, deportations, highways, -fences,
fires, wedds; cattle, the decrees of law and the denial
of facts.” Thus, the Nambiquara numbers, 10,000 at
. the turnof the century, are now down to 600,
For th % ,000 surviving Indians of Brazil, such
© tragedy - coptinves. In the northeastern state of

* “Alagos, for example, the rector of & university wants

* to lorate his new campus on sacred burial grolinds.
In the northwest, the Nambiquara sit in the middie of

H

Brazil’s greatest development project, the colonizing .

of Mato Grosso and the adjoining territory, soonto be
astate, Roridonia.

/By Project Polonoroeste’s original timetable, an
army of bulldozers shoild be ‘advancing on what's
left of Nambiguara lands, but there are probiems,
Construction bids have exceeded the $700 million

pudget, The World Bank, a principal backer, has

withheld promised funds pending a Government
commitment to protectihe Indians. And Survival In-
ternational, a nonprofil organization that works on
behalf of indigenous and tribal people has committed
itself to guarding the Indlans’ rights (Survivatl Inter-
‘national at work, see bat).

Whether Surviva} Irternational’s remonstrances

¥

‘Nambiquara, however, remains a guestion. A

tional interests over the Indian issue, and &
great breakthrough; They have agreed to givel us
xright to monitor the deve}apment 2t Davi

ami the World Bank’s good intenticns can save e -

offictal, who asked that kis name not béused, said
a telephone interview from Washington, “We b
forced the Government into a dialogue with inte

American anthropologist W __;Xived wi
quara for 17 months and did

- disagrees, suggesting that it migh

operation were eonduc
Too often, he said, “*thin
ratienal development end be

promising ‘to remove the
ans refused to-move, FUNAL |
ting the reserve 1o the south; It -
ands for the Indxans in %

ject, eviction.of. squatters
Viiity for . the

neral pecting “That policy could prove

active to'the Yanomani Indians,
turated tribe in South America, -

way.of payingoff its $56 bilnon foreign o
people to believe that FUNAI

 the real hope of national leaders that the In-

simply. disappear. “Wheh .
cipating’ the Indians or ‘in- -
L in B__razi!i&n_ life,"" said Antheny

eir own devzces tike .




