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Adtroart uas
- Craveiro, coordinator of the “attraction
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The Massacres behmd the Myth

“The Waimiri-roarf Tndians, who
have alwavs been ferocious, are now

becoming more amenable and hegin-.

niig ta assinilate civitized  custonis.
After warching a “kickahouwt’

Indian  Foundation] posi. thev have
became admirers of foothall, 1o the
point of trving o oplav i For the
FUNATL regional defegate.

brings the Waimiri- Aroars closer to the
whites, withont evil frteations. Ity

“—believea (oo that they are heginning to -
Nt LCCCPE el WS and cusioms, for apart
Cfrem liking fworhall—and who

doesn't’—rher witach great importance
(e weariig o Iu!hm and behaving like the.
1en of FL\. H
- Savages Already Wam
i P!m Foothall,”
\ Critica, Mangus, 3 May 1978

The myih of the Waimiri-Atroari

- Indians idcorporates the central lie that

hus justified the centuries-old prejudice
against Amerindians sinie the white
man first imv adéd their lunds; that they

were innately fierce and irrational, that

their attacks on the white man were evi-
dence of this innaie savagery, and that
only the white man. offering enlighten-
ment in his bounty, conld tame these
wild people and transform them into

& human beings.

The funciion of this prejudice was—
and still is—io justify the barbarism of
the white man in his relations with
Amerindians, In the Waimiri-Atroart
case, the blanket of secrecy that has for
vears been druwn over the sitvation of
the group paints to a deliberate strategy
to allow the myvth to grow and thus
mask the trugedy of a group that has
heen consistently persecuted over the
centuries and violently attacked with
heavy weapons only a few yeuars ago.

The Waimiri-Atroari are Carib
speakers who inhabit the forests of
southern Roraima and castern
Amazonas. in the lunds drained by the
Javaperi. Abdad, Camanag, Uatumd,
and Santo Anwdnio de Abonari rivers.
FUNALY has only this yvear admitted

that there are Atroari in Roraima, but-

the land decreed as a reserve—although
it has never been demarcated—is
entirely in Amazonas; its northern

border s the Alalad, which separates -
SAmaszanas from Roraima. There are

approsimately  four times as many
Waimiri, and Maurio
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anmong
emiplovees of the FUNAL [National

Kacuto
Keawaniowo, this means thar everyv day

- reserve,

front™ (FUNAT's effort to pacify and
settle the Indians), has stated that the
Atroari live north of the. Alalad. This

meins that four-fifths of the Indians— -

.00} Atroari—are e‘((.ludt..d from lhc

© reserved area)
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Why was land reserved so far to the

south?. Ezekias Heringer, an ex-
employee of FUNAI and a member of
the attraction team led. by Gilberio
Pinto Figueiredo in the carl\ 1970s.
offered an explanation of ‘the 1971

FUNAI decree that set the limits of the .
In the late 1960s and early

1970s. Heringer reports. the southern
tip of Roraima was thought to be good
land for cattle, but it was inhabited by
the Atroari. FUNAT's efforts. led b}
Gilberto Pinto. were thus directed not
only at pacifying the Indians to make
way for the Manaus-Bda Vista high-
way (BR-174), which was begun in the
earty 1970s, but also at attracting the
Indians to the south of the Alalai to
make way for cattle.-

The cattle raising has not material-
ized, but because FUNAI never
dectured the lund in Roraima to be
Indian territory, it has now been sold
oflf. All along the BR-174 north of the
Waimiri-Atroari reserve “live smali
furmers who have legally occupied their

lands uand repistered them with

INCRA, the Brazilian cdolonization
agency. These -colonists are now begin-
ning to report the presence of lndmns mn
the areu.

Buring the early 1970s, the W'mmm-

Atroari began to attack FUNAL posts -
and road workers. While the myth of.

ferocity grew. Gilberto Pinto kept very
guict about events in the northern part
of the area. Four times the Waimiri-
Atroari attacked the FUNAL posts at
Camanad from their village 100 kilom-

eters o the north. What was happening - -

in the north that drove the Indians 100
kilometers to the south to attack
Camanaun?

“with the Waimiri-Atroari,
-revealing his observations to the public

WITR, g ¢ 4T#

For years, particularly during the
construction of the BR-174 by the
Brazilian Army's Engineering and Con-
struction Battalion, there have been ver-
bal reports of bombing and machine-
gun massacres carried out by the Brazil-
ian Army against the Waimiri- Atroari.
Heringer has stated in the presence of
the president of FUNAIL that he and

‘Gilberto Pinto. while in the Alalai

River regton in 1973, saw evidence of
heticopter landings, trees ripped and
scarred by machine-gun fire, and bombs
“about the size of watermelons.”
Heringer contends that he piled these.
bombs into a pyram:d and photo-
graphed them, [t is not clear what kind
of bombs these were, but it appears that
the Brazilian Army, at the beginning of

" the 1970s. was using military methods

to drive the Indians southward. It also

~appears that Gilberto Pinto, the

FUNAI coordinator of the operations
by not

and demanding an inquiry, was guilty-of
complicity in the use of heavy weapons -
in attacks on the Waimiri-Atroari, :
A colonist along the BR-174
recently said that an employee of his,

amazonia:
Preserving Diversity ‘
in a generally unprepared world
community of diverse peoples, the
most urgent need is to establish an
ecologically viable model for con-
‘tinued human existence. As .one
plank in the platform of any such
model must be the preservation of
hiotic diversity, it follows that delib-
erate annihilation of any existing
human genotypes, by whatever
means, especially when their cul-
turai expression has demonstrated
‘continuous harmony with the sup-
porting environment, will impover-
ish humaunity as a whole and mort-
gage the human prospect generally.
‘For me, this is the paramount con-
sideration. As much as | yearn for
the culture and language of Ama-
zonia, as much as I reveled studying
its forests and savannas, as much as [
savored the varied traditions of its
rightful indigenous restdents, I know
that Olympian arguments for pres-
ervation of the status gquo cannot
hold buck . the mounting pressures
abroad for quickly gamcd power,
prestige, and profit,

Howard S, lrwm
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whu until 1975 had worked as an off'ce
clerk in the eamp -of the Sixth Engi-

v geering and Construction Battalion,

“workers,

" had described one of these attacks. The

employee said that one day in 1974,
shortly after an incident on the road in
which the Indians had killed three road

announced that he was going to “bomb
the region”™ so that the road building
could continue.” According to the

_employee, the captain closed off a sec-
tion of the highway, which was still
under construction, and went off in a
helicopter equipped with. bombs,
hoasting that he was “'going to show the
Indians who is boss.” :

BN
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A FUNAI employee at the Abonari
- post, at the entrance to the reserved

area, further confirmed the occurrence
of armed atacks on the Indians. Manuel
Angelico da Silva, a Sataré Indian,
stated that many Waimiri-Atroari had

been killed, especially during the build-~
~ing of the road. Although he was’

unable to specify numbers, he said that
there were Indians in the villages
crippled by gunshot wounds. Journalist

Edilson Martins, in his book Nussas
Irnelios Nassos Mortos, notes that the
Indians fear and hate the sight of a uni~
“lorm. Heringer has added that FUNAL"

agents themselves were far more afraid
of the army than of the Indiins: the
mere movement of a leafl in the forest

“was enough to bring on a hail of

muchine-gun fire from soldiers who had
orders 1o shoot on sight.

The extent of the massucres of the -

Waimiri-Atroari by the Brazilian Army
will probably never he known, but as

long as there is no official inquiry into

{he cuse the rumors will continue -Lo

spread, Indian agent Sebastiio Aman-
civ's wild suggestions in 1975, after the
death of Gilberto Pinto,
fortresses
Waimiri-Atroari may not
have dilfered much from the army’s

a captain of the army

plastic bowls, old clothes.

thut FUNAIL -
cshould use dynamite and
Cagainst the

d(.ll.idl pdClrLdthﬂ tactics in prevtous
years.

Now that the BR- 174 highway is
complete and the Indians are caught
hetween colonists to the north and
south, they fuce a néw threat: the Bal-
bina Dam hydroelectric project.
Although the details of the Balbina

‘project are secrel, an engineer on the

site has revealed that the Uatumai River
will rise about thirty meters, inundat-
ing an area of 300,000 hectares. or
3.000 square kilometers. Colonists
along the BR-174 have attempted to
find out from Eletronorte, the regional
utility in charge of the project, how

much land will-be flooded. Even though

their livelihoods are in jeopardy, the
colonists cannot obtain clear infor-
mation,

It is certain that a stretch of the
BR-174 and the southern part of the
Waimiri-Atroari reserve will be

flooded. Manuel da Silva, the FUNAL .

employee ai Abonari, stated that the

region around Abonari will. be com-

pletely flooded and the Indians will

huave to be moved. He added that the
coordinator of the FUNAI .attraction -
front. Mario Craveiro, was aware of the -

inundation but the Waimiri-Atroari
themselves had not been

any FUNAT plans to move the lndlans
from the area.

Since March 1976, after Indians cap-
sizcd a FUNAI agent’s canoe on the

Abonari ‘River. the Indian foundation
has prohibited its employees from going
to indian villages in the forest.
FUNATs policy in the Waimiri-
Atroari area s now one of attraction to
its posts. and the Indians. according to
the 13 October interview with Craveiro.
are visiting the posts more {requently.
From mid-September to mid-October,
a group of 134 Atroari camped at the
Terraplenagem post, where three
Atreari boyvs have lived for some time.

The Indians are encouraged to partici- -

pate in the productive activities of the
post, and they receive all the benefits of
civilization:  football, murioc Hour.

At the small guard post on the
Ahonari. at the entrance to the reserve,
Hve seven “acculturated™ - Indians,
emplovees of FUNATL Manuet da Silva

sitidd that there were eighty emptloyees of -
FUNAL in the region.
- them.

fndians: - Satare,  Munduruk,
Makuxi, “Civilized 1Indians,”
said, “we are all eivifized

Tukano,
da

Sil\_‘:l

informed
about the danger. In a 13 October 1979

interview with the Manaus newspaper 4 .
Noticia. Craveiro did not mention the
. repercussions of the Balbina project or

almost all of”

\C[ 7.

Indians.” The hammocks slung around
the walls of the employces’ hut were
outnumbered only by the rifles hung on
pegs. “We have to be armed in case the
Waimiri-Atroari attack,™ said da Silva.

“*They have alrwdy killed a lot of

people,™

So the myth of the Waimiri-Atroari
persists in the secret area sliced by o
highway, sundwiched between  small
farmers, threatened with (Tooding by
the Balbina Dam, and controlied by the
Sixth Army Battalion. FUNAT offers
only the most superficial information in
the luce of a situation that is increas-

“ingly grave. All theingredients are pres-

ent lor continued conflict and more kill-
ings on hoth sides. Uniess determined
and honest measures are taken soon to
secure the Waimirf-Atrouri territory,
we can only expect the bloody history of
th\L Indians to continue.

Awuna Presiand

amazonia:
Apocalypse Now

The Indian cannot exist without the
forest, but in the decade preceding
1974, 1T million hectares of forest
were cleared, while in 1975 alone 4
percent of the remaining trees were
‘destroved. Tt is a process that shows
no signs of mitigation. In January of
1 this vear. Brazilian newspapers’
reported the details of a secret deal
by which huge tracts of Amazonia
were 10 be sold off to acquire the’
foreign currency to liguidate -the
current balance-of-payments crisis.
The Folho de Sao Paulo estimated
that 40 percent of the forest would be
sold to foreign concessionaires.

Worse still, Brazil has stated that
it will shortly switch from the use of
imported oil to alcohol for use'in its
industries and motor vehicles, It is
proposed that some of this fuel will
he made from sugar cune. but tech-
nical journals such as Data Shell
have spoken of more sinister possi-
bilities, mentioning the almost
endless reserves: of power repre-
sented by the trees of the Amazon
forest. Two harrels of petroleum sub-
stitute ¢an be made from a ton of
‘wond, and the forest is estimaled to
contain 415 bhillion cubic feet of
Limber.

This is the ovae apnuhpm. fuct
that dominates the tuture of the
[ndians of the Amazon. For however
vood -y b the intentions of the
| government, their fale cannot be
separated from the fate of the trees.

Norntan Lewis
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