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October 21, 1997
FOR

AMAZONIAN  Dear Steering Council and Brazil Working Group Members:

PEOPLES At the request of David Rothschild, enclosed please find documents concerning the

AND THEIR Waiapi situation in Brazil. Included are a press release sent out last Friday, October 17, and

ENVIRONMENT a letter written in support of the Waiapi's demand that Centro de Trabalho Indigenista (CTT)
be allowed back into their territory to continue work on important projects as well as a copy
of the cover letter sent to the Waiapi.
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: Amanaka'a Amazon Network
Coa.ll.tibn for Amazonian Peoples and their Environment
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i
16 de outubro de 1997

Kasiripind Waidpi =
Conselho das Aldetas Wailpi-APINA
Via Fax

Prezado Kasiriping, :

i
Viemos através destd expressar a nossa solidariedade com o povo Waidpi e para 0s projetos
importantes que estdo sendo desenvolvidos junto ao Centro de Trabalbo Indigenista-CTI.

Estamos muito preocupados com a paralisacdo dos projetos de saide, educagio, e alternativas
econdmicas, que nos pargcem t8o importantes para a manuteng®o da drea Waidpi. Respeitamos
profundamente o traBalho que os Waidpi vern desenvolvendo através do APINA para garantir a
terra e o futuro. Porisso, estamos escrevendo para expressar a nossa solidariedade ¢ apoio aos
Waidpi, ao APINA, ¢ ao CTI - assim como a nossa preoccupacio com 2 presente situagio,

Segue em anexo umd carta que estamos mandando parz as autoridades. A carta representa a
preocupacdo de mais de 80 organiza¢des ndo-governamentais internacionais, e ¢ assinada pelos
diretores da Coalizio’ Amazdnica, que reune organizacdes e individuos preocupados com o futuro
da Amazdnia.

Esperamos que a carta chegue a tempo para o enconire de Aramn'ﬁ, £ que possa ilustrar a
preocupacgio e apoio da comunidade internacional.

Colocamo-nos a sua disposicio para ajudar no que for possivel, e aguardamos ansiosamente os
resultados da reunido.

‘Cordialmente, J

Christine Halvorson

. Melina Selverston
Diretora Executiva Iiiterina Dirctora
Amanaka'a Amazon Network Coalizdo Amazdnica
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16 de Outubro de 1997

Dra. Marcia Dometila Lima de Carvatho
Sub-Procuradora Geral da Repiiblica
Coordenadora da Sexta Camara da PGR
55.61.313.5518

Prezada Dra. Lima de Carvalho,

Nos estamos escrevendo para expressar nossa solidariedade com o povo Waidpi,
APINA e o Centro de Trabalho Indigenista-CTI. Nos estamos preocupados com o
fato da agdo legal contra o CT1 ter paralizade os projetos por ele desenvolvidos
na area Waidpi.

A Coalizéo para os Povos da Amazdnia e seu Meio-Ambiente € uma iniciativa que
nasceu da alianga entre povos tradicionais e indigenas da-Amazdnia e grupos e

“individuos que tem a mesma preocupacdo com o futuro da floresta e seus

habitantes. As oitenta organizagioes nio- governamentais, do sul e norte do
hemisfério, ativas na Coalizdo, acreditam que o futuro da Amazonia depende dos
povos tradicionais e indigenas que nela vivem e da satide ambiental que eles
mantenham. |

Os Waidpi tem sido capazes de evitar a violencia e destruigio existentes no
restante da Amazonia, devido enormemente a sua estratégia de controle de
territdrio, que combina monitoramento da terra, preocupagdo ambiental e resgate
de sua cultura. A agao legal esta agora impedindo que este trabalho siga adiante.
Nés tememos que o sucesso da estratégia Waidpi seja totalmente perdido, caso os
projetos com o CTI n3o possam continuar.

O CTI tem trabalhado com os Waidpi desde 1991, em resposta ao pedido deles de
assessoria técnica para regularizar a situagio fundiaria e desenvolver projetos de
saude, educacdo e alterativas econdémicas. O CTI é uma organizagio nio-
governamental reconhecida no Brasil e internacionalmente por seu trabatho em
parceria com povos indigenas. Com a ajuda do CTI, os Waidpi tem sido citados
por agéncias nacionais e internacionais, pela formulagio de alternativas
econdmicas socio e ambientalmente sustentaveis.

‘A luta dos povos indigenas no Brasil tem visto muitas tragédias como a invasio de

garimpeiros no territério Yanomami, os suicidios e expulgio dos Guarani Kaiowa,
o problematico e pendente processo de demarcacgdo da area Raposa/Serra do Sole
varias outras frente a essas tragédias. A historia de sucesso dos Waifipi nos da uma
luz de esperanga.
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Por estas razdes, nds estamos escrevendo para expressar a nossa solidariedade e
total apoio para os Waidpi e o CTI. Nos gostariamos de enfatizar que os projetos
suspensos pela Funai spo de fundamental importancia para o povo Waidpi, que

- esta reivindicando que os projetos sejam recomegados dentro do mais breve
possivel.

Muito obrigada pela sua atengdo e apoio. Nos esperamos uma resposta sua e
vamos continuar seguindo o caso de perto.

Sinceramente,

Melina Selverston, Director, Coalition for Amazonian Peoples and Their
Environment

Conselho Diretor

Christine Halvorson, Acting Executive Director, Amanaka’a Amazon Network
Fergus MacKay, Guyanas Coordinator, Forest Peoples Program

Gary Burniske, Director, Rainforest Foundation International

Atossa Soltani, Director, Amazon Watch

Claudionor Barbosa da Silva, President, Grupo de Trabalho Amazénico

Chris Jochnick, Co-Director, Center for Economic and Social Rights

Ce:

Dr. Silvestre Sulivan, Presidente da Funai, 55.61.226.8782

Iris Rezende, Ministro da Justica, 55.61.224.2448 _
Secretary for Human Rights, José Gregori, 55.61.321.1563
Governor de Amapa, Jodo Alberto Capiberibe, 55.96.212.4104
Conselho das Aldeias Waiapi (APINA), 55.96.212.6145
Centro de Trabalho Indigenista, 55.11.813.0747
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From: Coalition for Amazonian Peoples and Their Environment Date: October 17, 1997

Press Release

Contact: Dominique Gallois, CTI, Sao Paulo, 55.11.813.3450,
Christine Halvorson, Amanaka’a Amazon Network, 1.212.253 9502,
or fax Kasiripind Waidpi, APINA, 55.96.212.6143

International Organizations Throw
Their Weight Behind the Waiidpi

. Who: The Coalition for Amazonian Peoples and Their Environment

. What: Letter of support for the Waidpi to be presented at meeting between the Waidpi tribal
leaders (APINA), Amap4 State Governor and other government officials

. When: Sunday, October 19, 1997

. Where: Aramiri Village, Waidpi Area, Amapd, Brazil

Background

A campaign is currently being waged against the Waifipi people in the form of a lawsuit against the Centro de
Trabalho Indigenista - their partners in the fight for land demarcation. The lawsuit haited all of CTT’s projects in the
Waidipi area. Now the Waifipi call upon government agencies and national and international organizations for their
support. The Coalition for Amazonian Peoples and Their Environment kas thrown its weight behind the Waidpt,
sending a strongly worded letter in support of the Waigpi and CTI to the Prosecutor of Amapi, the President of
FUNAI, and the Minister of Justice. These institutions are responsible for the interruption of CTT's projects with the
Waidpi.

On Sunday, October 19, the Waiipi tribal Ieadérs {APINA) are meeting with the Amapa State Governor, the Health

Miuistry and other government officials, the National Human Rights Network, the Brazilian Anthropological
Association, and representatives of indigenous organizations to protest the lawsuit. The letter will be presented at the
meeting. Prosecutor Jodio Bosco Araujo has prohibited the C'TI staff from entering the Waifipi area, so they will not
be present. '

The Waidipi largely have avoided the violence and destruction common to the Amazon through their strategy of
territorial control, which combines border defense, environmental concems, and cultural revitalization. The lawsuit
is preventing this work from advancing. The success of the Waipi strategy could be undermined if their projects
with CTI are not allowed to continue. '

CTT has worked with the Waifipi since 1991 to provide technical assistance for demarcation. economic, health and
education projects. CTT is an NGO recognized in Brazil and internationally for its werk in partnership with
indigenous peoples. With the help of CT1, the Waidipi have been cited by pational and international agencies for their
formulation of socially and environmentally sustainable economic alternatives.

The Waidpi people demand that the CTI projects be restarted as scon as possible. Because the Waiidipi examiple is so
successtul, the international conumunity is responding vigorously to their request for support. “I believe this case
demonstrates a dangerous trend which would undermine successful NGO efforts in the Amazon - contrary to the
Cardoso administration's expressed desire to work closely with civil society for a better Brazil, * said Christine
Halvorson, Director of the New York based Amanaka’a Amazon Network.

The Coalition for Amazonian Peoples and their Environment is an initiative born out of the alliance between
mdigenous peoples of the Amazon and groups and individuals who share their concerns for the future of the Amazon
and its peoples. The eighty non-governmental organizations from the North and the South active in the Coalition
believe that the future of the Amazon depends on its indigenous and traditional peoples aud the state of their
environment.
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